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d i l y  ec- or round the mth edge of the great S&aa to Bum. 1 
o h m ,  end thence to the rioh mining diatriote of Portugelete, P m  lad 1 
Potzxi, while the other bnmoh, keeping along the wedern edge of the 
Selinas to Llioe, end onreeing the low paee at  that point, would enk I 
on the greet plain trevereed by the Leos-Ahuira river, and mcmding 
the oonree of this letter i t  would pase a t  a ahort dttenoe from the 
Qeroimendoza minea, oontinuing thence to Pamps Aullegaa and tbc 
mining dietriot of O m  along the eeetern shore of Leke Poopb. 

With the exoeption of the eeoent through the Pioa Quebrede, the 
whole extent of thh reilwey would be practically level with an almoa 
complete absence of b r i d e  or anything exoeeding the dimedona of r 
oulvert ; it would tap the heart of per* the riahmt mining district in 
the world, end trom the first day of ite opening it would enjoy pn 

abundant -0; while by the W t i e e  it would offer for the intm 
duotion of mechinery end ell the neoeseeries of life, and for the tnrnspmt 
of fuel and eelt to the mining oentres, i t  L no exaggeretion to sey that it 
would render not only precticable, but ertremely profihble, the working 
of hundrede of minee a t  preeent ljing abendoned. 

!lb Abor County, on th Uppw Watera of the BrdmapuIra, 

WE have reoeived from Captain St. John Yiohell, of the Intelligence 
Department, Simla, e reoonnaissenoe aketoh, of which the adjoining id 
e r e d u d  engraving, representing the aep& of the rugged mountain 
region on the upper weters of the Brahmapntre, in the hitherto in. 
mcemible valleys of which liea the eecret of the true oouxw of the 
Senpo river of Tibet. Captain Miohell, in the note accompanying his 
drewing, eeys that if the Senpo flows into the Assam valley, it must be 
by one of the two rivers whom site is indiceted in the aketoh, vie the 
Dibong, or the Dihong ; but reoent surveys have epproeched eo near to 
the sourcea of the Dibong that thia river must now, to all eppearenoea, 
be excluded from the queetion. The problem, however, ia by no m a  
mlved by thh fact, for Captain Michell stat. that the Abore maintain 
that their river (the Dihong) comes from the north-weet, and not from 
the north, and is not the continnetion of eny great river. They will 
not allow stnmgers to enter their country, otherwise a view from 
the northern side of the gorgo of the Dihong would probably eettle the 
vexed question, No European hm croesed the mountain berrier &om 
in the sketch. 

Captain Miohell appends the following explanatory remarks to his 
sketch:-The mounteine shown on the right bank of the Dibong are 
45 miles distant from that river, end oppoeite to Regem the Dihong 
telree e westerly turn. If  this point could be reached by asy Enropesn 
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or intelligent native, the question of'whether the Sanpo and Brahma- 
putre'are one and the same would immediately be nettled. The gorges 
of the three great rivera are from 16 to PO miles due no r th  of tbe 
Brahmapntre. The bed of the Dibong is one to two miles wide, the 
.river flowing due north and south. The Sisseri and Dihong h w  
parallel to the Dibong, and a t  their gorges are 8 to 10 milee apart, in a 
stmight line. Damloh is dietant from the Dibong 28 miIea in s straight 
line, or three days' journey. Silook is eight milea from the Diboag. 
Membo and Padu are two important Abor villages on the l o w  hi& at 
the entrance to the Dibong gorge, the path to the villages lying along 
the baw of the hille. 

Work of th German Afriatn AesocMtion in Wedem &&&wid 
af*. 

IT L now nine years since the German African Association undertook 
the task of penetrating the dgrk oontinent from ita western side;  and 
looking to the multa aahieved, i t  must be admitted that our oolleegus 1 
have much to be proud of, and to be aatbfied that the 22,0001. devoted to 
the work have not been spent in vain. The h t  expedition, under the I 

leaderahip of GiWfeldt (1873-6) found itaelf planted on the Loango 
mast, north of the Zaire, and although the routes travelled by it make I 

no great show on the map, the natural history, anthropological and 
meteorological researches oamed on by the'sherera in this h t  venture 1 will ever remain invaluable to the student of African geography.. 

Sinoe theae early and expensive days of African prentiwhips t the 
deeociation hss despatched no leee than five expeditione into the interior. 
Dr. Pogge, a member of the expedition led by Dr. von Horneyer, 
suooeeded, in 1876, in reaohing the capital of the Muata Yanvo, the 6rst 
educated European who had ever done so.$ Thie brilliant euccees 
natnrally led to fresh efforts. Edward Mohr, who had been chosen to 
follow in the footsteps of Pogge, unfortunately died on the thenhold of 
the interior, a t  W j e .  To him suaceeded Otto Schiitt (1877-Q), who 
h i s h e d  a minute route mmey of the country ae far ss the Chikapa 
river, together with an instructive diary.$ Buchner followed next, and 
like Pogge, he reached the Muata Yanvo's oapital, where he resided for 
six months. The ltret expedition, under the approved leaderehip of 

&Die h n g o -  Expedition,' von P. CWdeldt, J. Fakenstein and E. Pechd. 1 
Lmacha Berlin, 8 volumes, h o e  1879, have appeared, but the work ie not p t  amplek 
owing to dilatorloeaa of the Wnamed author. See a h  Falkenetein's 'Afdmnirbe1 
Album,' of 72 photograph 

t The h i t  erpeditiou (1875-6) oost 10,5302. : the mmd 4459L; the four sent out 
rinw about 70001. to dub. 

$ Im Beiche den MaateJemvo,' von P. Pogga Berlin, 1879. 1 I 5 lBeieen im siidwertlichen Becken der Congo,' yon 0. H. Bchiitt. Berliu, 1881. 1 




